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I would just like to ask Barry, where you were born and where you grew up, if you could
describe your early life?

I was born in Townsville, Townsville General Hospital. My mother and father are both Townsville people.
My grandparents were yeah, one

was Townsville and one was a Pom [English]. I grew up in South Townsville for the first nine years or so,
went to South Townsville School. And my father bought a farm which was in South Townsville now, it
would be where the Dalrymple Hotel is. But it was all bush then. We worked out there on the farm. He
also worked on the wharf as well as starting the farm until he got that going and then he left the wharf
and went on the farm full time.

What was South Townsville like?

South Townsville was

known as the Mud Pickers, there was a lot of salt pan. A lot of the area was built on salt pan. They used
to reckon we picked out the mud from between our toes as we walked around. So were known as the
Mud Pickers in South Townsville, it wasn’t as well connected to the rest of the town as it is now. There
was only the one bridge, Victoria Bridge, which used to be a swing bridge.

Was the Mud Pickers like a funny thing, was it a derogatory term?

I suppose in a sense it was, but the people themselves never took it as

a, even today you will hear old, old people talking about the Mud Pickers. No it was a fact of life. It was
a salt pan area, the king tides would come up to our house, up the gutters you know.

What sort of a house did you live in?

We were on a 4 foot type house, on 4 foot stumps. A lot of houses were the higher houses, 7 foot
stumps.

7 foot because the tides would come up?

And because it was cooler. To get up higher and use underneath your house as well, store things or get
away from water. Just generally make it a better living.

And were these the classic Queenslander type houses?

Yes, yes. Now you find more built on the ground. I don’t know why, but the older houses were more
comfortable, but you couldn’t afford to

build them how. The timber that was involved in the manufacturing of those houses.
Tell me about living in a Queenslander in a tropical city?

Well, we never had fly screens or anything of that nature, my brothers and I slept out on the veranda,
and it was open to the elements so to speak. If it rained you had a roll down blind. But, it was quite open
not like now where you have it all closed in and air conditioning. You

have to find the favourable breeze so to speak.
And what about the kitchen, what sort of stove did your mother have?

Wood stove. Yeah and it was like recessed from the kitchen, like an alcove and actually set in there. It
was alright in winter, a bit hot in summer. Plus it had to have a tin underneath it, a flat tin so if any
embers fell
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out of the fire place it was on the tin floor and not on your timber floor.

Being a wooden house I guess it would be a bit dangerous. So, because it would have been a
bit hot to cook up here, did you find you ate different meals or?

No, you still had your traditional roast of a Sunday, your roast pork or your roast beef and potatoes,
pumpkins and all that sort of stuff, which we don’t have as much these days, but in those days that was
the

standard thing, everyone had their hot lunch on Sunday. It was a bit strange, but that was the way it
happened, I think it was more tradition than anything else. Yeah.

And you mentioned you had some brothers, what ages are you, where do you fit in?

My older brother is 4 years older, the second 2 years older and there’s about a 2 year gap between the 3
of us.

So you are the baby?
I am the baby yeah. Bub is my mother’s nick name.
What’s your mother’s name?

My mother used to call me Bub,

for the baby.
Tell me some of the things that you and your brothers got up to when you were just 9 or 10?

Well that could land me in jail. Well I didn’t walk for about 6 or 8 months, because we were over at the
rubbish dump one time, they used to burn the dump in those days, and we saw this little bit of a burnt
out metal car, and we thought would be nice, and we stood on this little bit of iron to get to it, only the
iron sunk into the fire and our

feet got burnt. So that was a bit of a drama few months but yeah. We had to keep going to hospital and
get our skin peeled off. Another time we thought we had found a bottle of honey, only it wasn’t honey it
was ant poison. We gave that a bit of a lick and then we had to have the bit tubes down into or stomachs
and pumped out.

You found that at the dump too?

No, no, that was at home. Dad had it out on the

veranda, but he apparently just used to put a bit around for the ants. It was like a honey type substance.
Tried a bit.

Obviously you had a need to go to the hospital or the doctors as a kid, what was medical
treatment like then?

Yeah well, I really don’t know I just went there and they done the treatment but yeah, we were

pretty happy about it, Mum didn’t seem to have any great dramas about it, they were free hospitals in
those days, Queensland Government Hospitals. They were pretty good, I was pretty happy with them.

You were in South Townsville, where was the hospital in relation to you?

In North Ward. Down near the Strand between Castle Hill and the Strand there. Mum had to walk us or
take us on the - she had a push bike, put us on the carrier on the back of the

push bike and take us that way. We never had a car, Dad never had a car in those days.
So was it like a little trolley that she had at the back of the bike?

It was like a little carrier on your push bike, or a carrier on the back of it. Or Dad took us and he would
sit us on his bar, the bar of his push bike. When you got off, if you were there for any length of time,
your legs had gone to sleep.

What about you boys, did you have your own push bikes?

Yeah. But Dad basically got them from the dump, he’d go to the dump and he might find a frame, and
he’d buy a bit and might find something else. That’s how we got our bikes, until we got older and could
afford our own.

It’s funny because dumps these days are really into recycling all their stuff, so back when you
were growing up people did that as well?

Oh, people - that’s why they have got scavenge rights to the dumps now, people, someone buys
scavenge

rights because everyone used to go and have a pick through. What might be your trash might be my
treasure sort of thing. You might not have a use for a particular item, but I might have a use for it. And



08:30

09:00

09:30

10:00

10:30

11:00

11:30

12:00

12:30

in those days a lot of people went to the dumps and as they thought, got some good things.

Besides the car that caused you some pain that you tried to get, is there any other top thing
that you or your Mum and Dad got from the dump?

Not that I can recall of any great significance.

But it was a regular thing.
So what else did you get up to as kids?

Well, we used to go swimming in Bundy, that’s where I learnt to swim, it’s a salt water creek over in
South Townsville. Now they tell you to be aware of the crocs [crocodiles] but in those days we never
even, crocs never crossed our mind. We used to go down to the creeks swimming, where we shouldn’t of
course.

So there were crocs in the area?

Oh yes, but being kids you don’t - that’s never going to happen.

Did you ever see any as a kid?

No, never saw any, but I wouldn’t be too keen to go swimming there now. No.
If it was a salt water creek did you go fishing?

Oh yeah we’d go fishing. You used to have the old string lines in those days. There were no mono lines
out. And you

used to get the old bit of cork and go and catch a feed of bream [breed of fish], there was no shortage,
there’s no shortage of fish.

What sort of fish would you catch in that water?
Mainly bream, whiting. You get the odd cod and that but mainly bream and whiting.
Healthy populations in those days?

I thought so, we always come home with a feed, yeah. But in those days you didn’t take more than you -
of course you only had ice

fridges sort of thing, we didn’t have an electric fridge. We had to wait until the old ice man come around
and put the ice in your fridge.

So how often would he come around?

About every second or third day I believe he would come around. I can remember when we first got our
first electric fridge. You would lay in bed of a night and you know how they go through a cycle, and it
went off and Mum and Dad thought that the fridge had stopped, but it was just going through its cycle.

How did it change your house having a fridge in the house?

I think it made it easier for Mum. All we could see from it was the colder drinks. As far as keeping food
and that went, it improved their lifestyle yeah.

You must have got extra treats that you couldn’t have before?

Ice cream. Mum used to make her own ice cream and kept it in the freezer, yeah.

That improved things for us I suppose.

Did it mean that you could eat meat more often because of having a freezer, or was it a
fridge/freezer or just a fridge?

Fridge/freezer. Snow Queen. I think we ate more meat in those days than what we eat now. Meat was
more of a standard fare, either mutton or beef than we eat now I believe. Yeah we ate a fair bit of meat.

The old English potatoes and meat. Peas, the old standard fare yeah.
Now tell me about school?

Ooooh, I went to South Townsville School. For the first 4 years and it was up the road, we probably only
had to walk a kilometre and a bit. It was all walking. There were no buses,

there were buses but we didn’t catch them, we didn’t have bikes. And when we went out to the farm
where the Dalrymple, where the Dalrymple Hotel is now, we had to walk to school there, it was probably
about 5 ks [kilometres]. And then we moved out to another farm out near Cluden, out past Cluden
Racecourse. We used to catch the rail motor to school. I went to - it was scholarship in those days, 8th
Grade.

So before your Dad moved over to the farm, what work was he doing in South Townsville?
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He was on the wharf. What they called a wharf labourer, when he got out after the war that was where
he got his first job.

So he was in World War 11?

Yeah.

Did he ever talk to you about his service?
No, not a great deal no. He didn’t.

Do you know what he did?

He was in the Armoured Division,

he was a trooper in the Armoured Division. But he never went overseas a lot because they were kept in
Australia because the Armoured Division wasn’t used a lot. They were to go to the Middle East but they
didn’t go. They came back to the Pacific and they basically stayed in Australia. And it wasn’t until later
in the war when they needed more infantry that they broke them up and sent a lot of them to other
units.

It’s interesting

that he went on to the wharves, because I know that a lot of soldiers have bad feelings against
the wharfies [wharf workers] in World War 11.

But in Townsville the wharf was one of the major employers, the wharf was the main, the wharf and the
railways was the major employer in Townsville. The railways were the major employer in Townville in
those days, there might have been 6 or 700 people, not all working every day. You had a roster system
and you mightn’t get a job for a few days and then you might get work for a couple of days. It was on a

call basis, you didn’t get a 40 hour week every week. But it was one of the major employers in
Townsville.

That’s a lot of people, 600.

Yes, see I think there’s about 50 down there with mechanisation with cranes and when Dad worked
there they used to load the sugar ships for example by bags. You had to carry every bag on and off so to
speak. Well now, when I worked at the terminal

the sugar terminal we could put 20,000 tonnes on the ship in 10 hours. That’s why you only needed -
you could do that with 5 men. 10,000 tonne sugar ship in Dad’s day with bags might take 2 or 3 weeks.

Did you ever go down to the wharves as a kid and watch?

Oh yeah, Mum used to take us down sometimes and that. You could generally travel around the wharves
fairly easily, now like now there’s restricted

access. As long as you kept out of the way of the workings and that you could go down there.
It must have been an exciting place to go as a kid, can you describe your impressions?

There was only the one main wharf, a very long wharf, and there was a very - to us it was very
industrial type thing. But my grandfather used to go down there and harpoon barramundi [breed of fish]
of a night, when the lights were on, the old barramundi would come under the lights

and he had a harpoon and we used to go down with him and sit and watch him. But you would be flat
out [busy] finding a barra [barramundi] there now. It was interesting, yeah, as a young fella.

What other things did you see, what other industries are in Townsville, obviously sugar is very
big what other sorts of things would you see?

Fishing was, but fishing has dropped off. The railways as I said was a big employer.

The services - do you mean now or back then?
Back when you were growing up.

Meatworks, there was 2 meatworks here in Townville then, one at Ross River and the one down at
Alligator Creek, they were big, but they were seasonal, like only during the slaughter season that you
would have full employment there.

What was the slaughter season, was that different to the cane season?

No approximately the same time because you can’t bring cattle in all year round

because of the wet conditions the stock can’t be moved. In those days they used to drive them over
Harvey’s Range, and drive them down by walking them down, and now they bring them in by truck and
train. So depending on your seasons as to when cattle were available to slaughter.
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They would muster them all the way down?
Yeah.
Wow.

They would bring a mob [group] down and

it was seasonal like as I said during the wet season, or if it was dry, drought. You didn’t bring your cattle
in because they wouldn’t be in good enough condition to slaughter sort of thing.

Sounds like it was a pretty delicate balance finding the right time to bring them down?
Oh yeah. You know, when do I make a quid [money] or when do I lose a quid.

So when your Dad ended up getting his own farm, what were you growing or what were you?

Pig and poultry, mainly pig.
Describe the farm to me?

The farm was - as I said where the Dalrymple Hotel is now. It was a wooden house, and the styes, as
you could build them you made your styes, and Dad probably run about 300 pigs and he sold eggs. He
used to have to collect food

scraps from the houses, like you didn’t grow your crops or buy grain. They weren’t grain fed, people
used to put their scraps in a bin. And you would go around on a daily basis. Not every house was - you
might go once or twice a week to a given house and you would pick up their scraps and put them in a 44
gallon tin in the back of your truck, bring them home, boil them up and feed the pigs. If there was no
grain or now and again

Dad might go to the mill and buy 44 gallon drum of molasses. As a supplement, but basically just house
scraps.

Did you pay for the house scraps?

No. You were getting rid of their scraps as well as - some of the bigger places like the vegetable
disposal places, they might have a bulk, they might have a pumpkin that had gone off or a cauliflower
that had gone off, or a couple of bags of potatoes that

had gone off. And so you would get them, and at the end of the year your Dad might give them half a pig
or something. Because they provided so much of the food source.

I don’t really know anything about looking after pigs, pig farming can you?
It’s a 7 day a week job.
Tell me about it?

Yeah, it’'s a 7 day a week job, you can’t have holidays because it’s not like cattle you can put them out to
graze, you have got to feed them and water them and maintain them

because pigs only sweat from their nose, so in the hot weather you have got to make sure they have got
plenty of water. There’s 4 glands under each leg that they sweat from, but they get very hot if they are
not kept reasonably cool.

I guess Townsville is a pretty hot place?

Yes. And, as I said it’s a full time job because you have got to feed them and maintain the styes because
they can get a bit smelly. So you have got to

keep them fairly well cleaned out.
So how would you clean them out would you...?

Just rake up the rubbish and shovel it and get it out of the yard and keep the styes clean or it’s not a
good environment for them. Plus as I said you have got to make sure they have got water and they are
cool.

Do you use disinfectant or anything or a...?

Not that I am aware of. You’d hose it. No added disinfectants, no, not in our day anyway.

And, what did the styes look like, how many pigs per - I don’t know what you would call them?

Well when the sow had its litter, they stayed with the sow until they were weaned and you would call
them weaners and you led them into their own size yard and as they got bigger you don’t put a full
grown pig in with a weaner, because they knock each other around. So you had to progress them
through until you got them to what you called the

killers - the killing stage, where they went to market. In those days we used to do our own killing and
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dressing. The pigs but now you can’t do that you have to put it through an abattoir and that sort of
thing.

Tell me about that how would you know a pig is ready for slaughter. Talk me through it, who
would be the slaughterer in your family, what would you do to slaughter a pig?

Dad would be the one who would determine when they would go. And he would

like them around the 60 or 70 lb mark not too much fat on them, so he would feed them accordingly
when he got them to that stage. Then you would get hot water boiling, you would have your shed where
you are going to do your slaughtering it had to be maintained in a hygienic condition, because it used to
be inspected periodically. Then you would shoot one pig at a time,

bleed it to get the blood out of its system, take it up to the slaughter house, dip it in the hot water,
scrape it and take all the hair off it. Because the hot water would soften the hair. You shaved the hair off
it and hang it up disembowel it and cut it up.

How would you bleed it? Would that be...?

You cut the throat here and you go into the large blood vessel in there,

you cut into that, and that gets the blood out of the system. They do that with bullocks or anything.
So who would your father be supplying with those pigs?

In those days there wasn’t a supermarket chain like there is now, corner butcher shops, he’d go around
to different butcher shops and sell it to them.

So would he take orders from them before...?

Yes, they would say they wanted 2 this week or

1 or 3 or whatever and he delivered it on the day they wanted it.
Would there be a busier time of year for pigs?

Christmas time was the busiest time of year, because now you can buy ham or anything at any stage,
but in those days you had your Christmas turkey or your Christmas ham or Christmas duck and that was
the main time of the year. Easter might get a bit of a thing, but mainly Christmas.

You must have eaten a lot of pork as a kid?

I don’t mind pork yeah. We had our own fowls, so you had your own eggs and when you wanted a WAS
DOUBLE QUOTE CHOOK [chicken] you found a WAS DOUBLE QUOTE CHOOK .

Do farmers ever among themselves say you give me a pig and I will give you a cow or anything
like that or did your Mum just buy meat from the butcher?

No we never really got beef off anyone.

We had our pork and poultry and turkey, but we never got any beef from anyone. I am not saying it
didn’t happen, but we didn’t do it.

So you mentioned about the inspectors who would come around to check out the piggery,
what sort of things would they look for and what would they do?

Well hygiene was the main thing, like your styes were disease free and you weren’t leaving them, as I
said about breaking them out

cleaning them out that you weren’t leaving your styes dirty and that. Where you slaughtered them, they
had to be to a certain standard, like your floors had to be clean and your walls, clean the building and
that otherwise they wouldn'’t let you do it.

It sounds like you had a fair amount of responsibility on the farm?

Well yeah, we had to buck in all the way through. We had to hand with the feed and hand with the
slaughtering and that yeah.

You had to collect the eggs and wash them on the run because Dad would take them with him, because
if anyone wanted half a dozen eggs or a dozen eggs you would sell them. Another source of income for
him. And it was good for the people because they were getting fresh eggs.

Did you sell chickens for eating as well or just the eggs mostly?

He sold a few but mainly for the eggs yes. Because you know that was another

time consuming, if you went into poultry too much. The main aim was the pigs, the pork.

How much land would your family have had?
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On that one about 30 acres. But the last one Dad had he had about 160/170 acres.
What was the country like?

Good for nothing. No, it was clay soil, wouldn’t grow anything

there, pig operations was o.k. because you didn’t have to grow any food for the pigs, as I said we
collected that from the household scraps. Plus I forgot to say the abattoirs, not the abattoirs but like
Keery’s slaughter yard which was a bigger complex, we used to get the offal from there. From the cattle
they slaughtered. Plus there was a horse yards up from us that used to slaughter horses for dog and cat
food.

And we got the offal from that and boil that down for the pigs also.
Walk me down the main street of Townsville when you were a kid?

Main street of Townsville had flower gardens up the middle of it and you could walk down the street
and say g’day to every second or third person because you knew everyone. The towns in those days had
a population of about 45,000

and friendly sort of place to walk down, as I say you say g’day to every second or third person. And then
you would be talking to this one and talking to that one. It would take you a fair while if you wanted to
get from one end of the street to the other, it would take you a fair while to get down it. But now I can
walk the length of the mall and not know anyone. It was a friendly sort of a place to be.

Tell me about fashion as a teenager,

what kind of stuff were you getting around in?

Jeans weren’t as prevalent as they are today. I can remember the big thing in those days was to get
longs, trousers, like kids wore shorts, boys wore shorts. Until you got to a certain age and then you got
your long trousers, and you were pretty right then. No, I got the

flat top [style of hair cut]. My mother went absolutely berserk when I got it but anyway that was the
fashion in those days.

Flat top that was a hair cut wasn'’t it?

It was just flat, sticks up a bit with sides brushed back a bit. I didn’t really - I was a bit of a country boy,
I didn’t really get into the fashions all that much. I was a bicycle

rider and a footballer. Played football and that, and out on the farm we didn’t get into town all that
often.

So when you say you were into cycling, did you go on competitions, or long runs or anything
like that?

Oh yeah, we used to do Ingham to Townsville, Charters Towers to Townsville, 100 miler went from Eyre
out to Inkerman and back to Townsville. But, plus we had the track riding.

Once I got my leg over a motor bike I couldn’t quite get the same interest in the push bike.
Tell me about your push bike, the model and did you alter it?

It was a handmade one, a Malvern Star. In those days you would go into a bike shop, and they would
measure how big you are and all that, and get a frame to suit and make it up what type of seat you
wanted and all that, yeah.

What colour?

It was a kind of - well me main bike the one I finished up with was a maroon colour. You had your little,
got them to put a little signwriting on them, it was all handmade there was no like stickers on, it was all
done by hand in those days. And yeah, you had one for the track and one for the road. The one for the
road had gears.

So where would you do the track racing?

The track racing out on

Murray Plains, we made that ourselves, the club. We carted the soil from the foot of Mt Stewart there
and made the track and packed it in and rolled it in. Independent Amateur - can’t think of it now.

It would have been hard rolling a cycling track, because it is quite...?

They used to have an old truck and they put a

roller behind it and roll it around, and you would come along with a shovel and knock any high spots
down and they would roll it again and water it and roll it. That’s the track we rode on.

And the wet season would come along and mess it all up?
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It was sloped and a bit of a drain went under the track but yeah. It did have its problems.

Would other cyclists from other towns come to compete?

Cycling is - I think it’s having a bit of resurgence

now, it went a bit slack for a while, but yeah, they would travel from Mackay, Charters Towers there,

Ingham, Cairns, big meetings, but normally you had your monthly meetings but that was just the local
club.

So did Townsville have the main track in the area or did you travel to other places?

No Townsville had the main track. The visitors mainly did roadwork but they did come for the track
occasionally yeah, but it was mainly the roadwork they would travel

for.

So was Townsville always a bit of a - the capital of North Queensland or...?
Well Townsville likes to think so.

That’s what the sign says when you come into town?

I think so because the ports are what made Townsville. The port and the railway out to Mt Isa and yeah
Cairns and Townsville have had rivalry for quite a few years and Bowen was supposed to be the capital
of North Queensland.

But Townsville was a better port. So the main peat works and that come to Townsville.
Did you mention football?

I used to play club level, that’s nothing yeah. Like you had your WEAs and your centrals, just the club
football. Rugby League.

Pretty keen footy supporter in those days, like who were your teams that you went for?

We

had nothing about the southern teams in those days, it was just your local teams. There was nothing
about St George, or if there was we never had television or anything. It was only on the radio and I can’t
remember listening to any football games or anything like that on the radio, just your local.

Tell me about the radio, was that a source of entertainment for you?

That’s all you had. That and reading. They used to have serials, at

certain times every afternoon and night they would have Martin’s Corner and those sort of things, you
would sit there and listen intently for 15 or 20 minutes, to the serial.

What was Martin’s Corner, I haven’t heard of that one?

Martin’s Corner, just a family orientated one and that was the name of the family, Martin. Mum used to
listen to Blue Hills and that sort of thing. But the radio was a good source of -

because that’s all you had, except if you went to the movies.
Where did the radio live in your house?

Ah, in the lounge. Because everyone sat in the lounge and listened to the radio yeah. So when Mum and
Dad bought a radiogram we thought that was the bees knees [best] that one, you could put records on
and listen to them.

What music did you like?
I liked country music.

Can you tell me the names of the artists you would listen to or the songs

that you would listen to as a kid?

Oh, Gene Autry [American country music singer] and those sort of blokes, I used to like. The Yellow
Rose of Texas and those sort of songs come out yeah. I was pretty country orientated. The classics
didn’t really do that much for me. I think I have changed a bit now, but.

Was there a local radio station?

Yes, 4DL.

Was the local station and 4QN. You used to also be around, it was a government station.

So, would your family have had, how much would you have listened to the radio would it be
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only?

Well as children we played more we were out in the yard more. You probably come in for tea and listen
to your serials,

around 7 o’clock sort of thing. We played more sport - and played more than just sat around listening.
It’s only when you have finished playing your sports that you listen to the radio.

Would you get news and current affairs on your radio at all?

You got news. Yeah. But current affairs shows I don’t think in those days were in a big way. I think we

used to listen to the news though. It was the information sort of thing, it was your source of information.
And how about newspapers, how often would you get newspapers?

We got them daily yeah and I used to like reading the comics.

What comics would you read?

Oh Ginger Meggs and those sort of things. The comic strips in the paper. No they got their papers and
every now and then they

used to get the southern papers up. My brother when he was a young fella he used to get involved with
selling them in Flinders Street, they used to have like the paper boy and sell the southern papers.

So the daily paper you would get what would that be?
The Bulletin. That was the main source of information.

You mentioned that often you would go to the movies, what sort of films would you like to see?

Once again ‘Cowboys and Indians’ [westerns], and war movies. They used to have serials on, so you had
to go every Saturday if you could, and watch the continuing saga of such and such a serial, that’s if you
could get there. They used to have the Movietone News, which was a good source of information like on
TV [television] you turn it on now, but in those days you could only see it at the

theatre.
Was there any movie that you saw a few times?

No, we couldn’t go all that often. No I can’t recall any particular movie. Davey Crockett at the Alamo
was probably pretty good I suppose. But not any movie in particular.

Describe the movie theatre?

They were quite plush in those days. They had usherettes to show you to your

seat. And the flooring was on a slope and you had padded seats. They were fairly large establishments. I
would only be guessing at the number, but you would get 3 or 400 people wouldn’t be short. And the
screens were quite bit, and you used to get news, you might get a serial and you got a movie and then
you had interval and then you got another movie.

How much would that cost?

Shilling or 10 cents or 15 cents in those days 1/3.
Sounds like a deal?

Oh yeah, but your wages weren’t all that great either.
You got to see a lot for that?

For what you paid you got a lot, yeah. Movies plus shorts and yeah. They were fairly good movies. Like
the Wintergarden in

town was a real plus one, you could sit upstairs, they were dearer seats of course, but the Olympia was
open air, the State was open air, there was a few open air ones around. On a cold night or a wet night
you got caught out.

So there were a few cinemas?

Oh in Townsville yes. 10 or 12. They were - people went out to the movies. Now everyone sits in their
house and

watches TV and there’s not the interaction there was in those days. Because you would run into Billy
Bloggs, Joe Blow [various people] and have a bit of a chat. Of course now everyone comes home from
work, walks in the door hardly walks out again until you go to work the next morning.

Did they show different films in each of them?
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Oh yes. Different movies yes.

So if you have got 12 cinemas would they all be showing different films or some of them the
same?

Well like there were 3 of them owned by the Felt

Brothers, and they would move their, like the Alamo for example they might have it at the Regent
tonight and the Sun couple of nights later and the Plaza, so they would move it around like that. But
yeah the one movie might be in the town with a few different theatres.

I find it amazing that they would have outdoor cinemas up here?
Yeah.
Because of the wet season, I mean.

Well the Olympia was open, the Minoomba

the Palladium, yeah there was a few of them.

End of tape

You were going to tell me about some transport that you...?

Ah yes, instead of walking like where we lived, you had to do a big U-turn to get into the town. There
was a ferry that used to across to the flying squadron. The flying squadron was where they used to have
the sailing skiffs. And that’s why it was called the flying squadron. A bloke in a row boat would take you
from one side of the river to the other side of the river for a penny. And he

would wait on the other side of the river and he would bring them back. Or if not he would have to row
back and get another lot and come across. That saved a bit of walking and he probably made a few bob
out of it.

Did you have much of a bus system, or trains or trams, what was there?

There was a bus system but a lot of people were walked. They were quite content to walk, and you seen
people along the way and they might be -

2 or 3 of you might start of walking into town and they might finish up half a dozen or 8 of you walking
into town. Plus you had to pay go to on the bus. But yeah they did have a bus system.

It sounds like there was more of a sense of community?

Well, you knew people up and down the street. You knew people around the area, where now I feel like
you are flat out knowing who is in the street, but in those days everyone talked and

walked and as you walked past - yeah, I think there was more of a community spirit in those days.

Tell me about Anzac [Australian and New Zealand Army Corps] Day in those days as a kid, did
you ever go along, did your Dad march or anything?

No Dad never had anything to do with anything like that, he was dead against me even going in the
army. No I don’t think Anzac Day was a big thing for me in those days, you had to attend like with
school, but I don’t think I got the

full impact of Anzac Day until much later.

That’s what I mean though, as a kid in a school group or whatever, I mean what did you see in
the town on Anzac Day, was it a big affair?

I think it was a big affair in those days, because there was still a lot of in my time, a lot of chaps after
they got out after World War 11, they were still pretty involved in it. The numbers were fairly good,
fairly huge. Fairly good

public response and you always got a good crowd there to see it. As I said being a young fella.
Where did you march?

Usually Flinders Street down to the Strand, where the Cenotaph was on the Strand, that’s where they
finished. But it was always well attended by the public in those days.

What about Remembrance Day was that marked at school or anything like that?
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Yes it probably was, but I can’t recall

any great shakes about it so to speak. But I think it was remembered. That’s the poppy day isn’t it? I
really have no great recollection of Remembrance Day.

What about just thinking of school then, did you have to sing ‘God Save the King’ or Queen or
anything like that?

Hand over the heart and

yeah we used to have that of a morning, and march into school with the music.
Sorry what you would have to do?

Put your hand over the heart and recite whatever you had to recite in those days.
So would that be on parade or something?

On parade yes, before you went into class. And they would start the music and you would march in by
class into your room.

Did you have to say a prayer or anything?

Once a week we used to have religious instruction. So you went to your C of E [Church of England] or
your

Methodist or your Presbyterian or your Catholic, and went for half an hour I think for once a week,
religious instruction.

Did you come from a family that practiced religion at all?

No, my mother was Catholic and my father was Presbyterian I think, and I am C of E. But no my father
was - he wasn’t religious in a sense, but for some reason he

was anti Catholic. So Mum couldn’t get married in the Catholic Church and that sort of thing. But for
whatever reason he was just anti. He wasn’t a great pro, religion but he was just anti Catholic, why I
never really found out. We never grew up - we went to Sunday School and that. But no we weren’t
really religious.

Tell me about when you - what thoughts when you were

leaving school, tell me at what age you left school and what you wanted to do with your life,
what were your plans?

I left school 2 weeks after I turned 14 and got an apprenticeship as a panel beater. I wanted to be a
mechanic, but there were no vacancies at the time, and if I didn’t come home with a job I went back to
school. So, I kept going and going and got on to the panel beating job, and I didn’t know what

panel beating was. And yeah and I come home and told Mum and she said, “Alright then, he’s doing an
apprenticeship, you can leave school, but if you don’t get signed up you are back to school”. I was 14
when I started work.

Tell me about a panel beating apprenticeship back then?

You had to go to tech two nights a week, for 2 hours 2 nights a week and half a day a fortnight you went
to practical.

You weren’t examined pretty hard, there was no - I think I'll do this and if you didn’t do what was set
you didn’t you could have your indentures cancelled. You had to put your head down and bum up and
study sort of thing.

What year was this roughly?
1957 I started.
And tell me who you worked for and how big the establishment was?

I worked for C E Pride Limited,

who also what they started off was as sailmakers. And they also had motor trimming, sailmaking, panel

beating, and blinds. They got into Venetian blinds towards the end, but yeah their main - originally they
were sailmakers. Then they branched out into panel beating and motor trimming. They were over near

the Victoria Bridge, they were an old company and old firm. And their boss

was really hard. He was one of the real old school [as old fashioned].
What does that mean?

There was no - Mr Higg, and even the mechanics you worked with you had to address them as Mr
Campbell or something. Later on it eased off a bit, but the first couple of years, you knew where you
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were sort of thing.
How many apprentices started with you or were there when you were there?

There was only one other beside meself

there was only about 4 tradesmen. It wasn’t one of the bigger firms around town, like Eager’s, and
those sort of places. They had far more employees that we had. But yeah.

Did they have any initiations for apprentices or mucking around?

I never had any of those experiences, I heard of them but I never had any. As I say we were only a small
establishment. And he if anything went on like that

old Charlie would have, here’s the sort of thing. I think he would have culled anything of that sort of
nature happening.

Do you remember what you got paid as an apprentice?
£4.8. That was my first year pay, I paid 2 bob tax. 20 cents tax.

Did you give some of your wages to your parents or something like that was that part of the
deal?

Dad thought I was,

Mum give us a fairly good run. We were supposed to be paying board. As I said Dad thought we were.
As a 14 year old it must have been good to have that much cash in your pocket?

Well I bought a motor bike when I was 16 and a half, and I got caught for riding that without a licence.
We saved a bit yeah, plus we used to work on the farm, we still had to give Dad a hand on the farm. We
got a few bob from that

too.
So your day, we didn’t have much spare time.

You said that didn’t really know what panel beating was when you started. What did you make
of it when you found out, was it something that you enjoyed?

No when I finished I never went back to it. I never went back to it, but I done it for the 5 years, but I
would have preferred to be a mechanic.

So it wasn’t possible to switch over at any time or?

Not in those days.

Not as easy as it is now. You were signed up and you could leave, and try and get a start somewhere
else. But after you have done a year or two and have to start somewhere else, I saw it through for 5
years, and as I say I joined the army after that and never went back to it.

Why did you want to join the army?

It was just something I have always wanted to do. Just grew up with it I suppose post World War

11. There was a lot of talk of the war and things blokes had done and seen and been, and I just grew up
in that atmosphere. See, when I was a young fella in the CMF [Citizens Military Force] a lot of blokes
joined were down there and you don’t get those same responses that you did in those days, I don’t feel.

So what did joining up represent to you, why did it

appeal to you I guess, what did it represent?

The group mentality, being in with a number of blokes and like a football team. The army is much the
same and just the comradeship and doing things in the bush, and things like that.

Did you have ambitions to travel and did you think the army might...?

I eventually joined the CMF that was like World War 11 militia. We weren’t regular army, we were only

local units. The 31st Battalion was in Townsville and that’s what we were in. You didn’t go out of
Townsville so to speak.

Is that because you were too young or?
I was under age when I joined, but my father wouldn’t let me go in the regular army.
Why?

Well I had to be 21 to sign my own papers, in those days, and he wouldn’t sign it. Mum I got around
Mum and she - I put me
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age up and I got into the CMF at 16.5. But the old fella [father] wouldn’t let me go into the regular
army.

Did you ask him why?

He just said, “You don’t want to go there I have seen enough of it and you are not going”. We had a few
words, but he wouldn’t sign it.

What about your older brothers did they...?

No they had no inclination about it. One was in the high school air cadets when he was at high school.
But apart from that no.

So tell me, finally you get to join the CMF, tell me about what you did, the training and so
forth?

It used to be two hours a week, we used to go down to what they called a night parade 2 hours a week,
and then you done generally about 1 week end a month. And you might go out to the rifle range or out
to Mt Stewart or Mt Fox and do field training out there. Yeah, I enjoyed it.

What would be some of the training

exercises you would do, can you describe them in more detail?

Bush navigation, which is given a map and a compass and have to get you from point A to point B and
not be observed by the enemy so to speak, or find the enemy, yeah what equipment you had to carry and
it was a good basis for soldiering I thought. Because a lot of them were World War 11

instructors. They knew what they were talking about. It was healthy good fun.
So were you issued with your own kit bag and that sort of thing?

Oh yeah you were issued with a uniform yeah.

So tell me what they issued you with?

Oh when I first went, I got a pair of boots that didn’t fit me and a pair of trousers and a shirt, and that’s
the way it went for the first weekend and just a tarpaulin and a blanket on the ground, and that was a

but anyway, I got issued with the proper uniforms and that. But they - yeah you got the same as what
you got in the regular army. We got khaki in those days, and you got your khaki uniforms and you got
your battle dress uniforms. Great coat and boots and all the rest of it. But we used to take our rifle and
bayonet home with us. Could you imagine getting on a bus or a train now with a rifle and a bayonet and
see what response you would get. Everyone kept their rifle and bayonet at

home. And I had a motor bike then and you put the rifle over your soldier and bayonet, and go to
parades, and could you imagine doing that now. People would be horrified, but it was just the thing you
done. Just take your rifle home, put it in the corner, next week pick it up and go to the parade again,
after you cleaned it of course.

What was this rifle?

A 303. 303 Lee Enfield.

Once the 7.5 SLRs [Self Loading Rifles] come into it we weren’t allowed to take them home. But no, we
took our 303s home yeah.

You wouldn’t have ammunition to take home or anything would you?
Oh no, but you could always buy it. I am not sayin’ I bought it but you had a working rifle.
Tell me about learning to use the bayonet?

Well they were never long enough for

me. [ wanted them further away than the length of the bayonet. We didn’t do a lot of bayonet fighting.
Bayonet fighting is more or less, you know, it’s only there for symbolic purposes now. Not like in the
early days. We did a few periods with it, but you kept the scabbard on the bayonet and tied it on, so you
just didn’t have the bare baynonet. In case someone slipped. No, we didn’t do a lot of

bayonet fighting.
So what else can you tell me about your time with the CMF?

I was in it for about 3.5 years. I rose to the rank of corporal, had the subjects A and B for sergeant, I
enjoyed it. I was keen on it and as I said I had been trying to get my father to let me go to join the
regular army since I was 17 and had to be

21 before you didn’t need parental consent in those days. I thought it was a good time.
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So you had been in that for 3.5 years, did your Dad eventually come round and realise that it
was something that you really wanted to do?

Yeah, Mum ended up signing and he didn’t.
Was it really important for you to get your father’s blessing?

I would have preferred to have it, but I was prepared to go without

it.

Was your grandfather still alive at this point?

He was.

Because he served in World War One didn’t he?

He was in World War One. Did you ever talk to him about the fact that you wanted to join up?

Never had much to do with him really, because my grandmother and he divorced, so he more or less
lived in Brisbane and I didn’t see a great deal of him.

O.K. so tell me about joining the

regular army, what was that like?

Well, it was a complicated thing in those days, you applied and you had to go down here to Kissing
Point, and they give you a test and checked you out and all that sort of stuff. If you passed you then
went to Brisbane, by train. Then you did another test down there. Then they sent you home to
Townsville by train, and let you know if you had made it or not.

What were these tests were they...?

Medicals and then see what your aptitude and that was like fiddling putting a round peg in a square
hole, not just that but basically if you have got the - enough intelligence to meet their minimum level.
So yeah, I come home to Townsville and I got word that yeah, O.K. you are accepted. So by train again

down to Brisbane. So it was a bit of fiddling around.
Tell me about when you get to Brisbane is that where you do your basic training?

No, you do it at Kapooka, outside Wagga Wagga. No they hold you in Brisbane until they get enough to
form an intake, and of coursed they come from all over Australia, not just Australia and when the
various commands decide they have got enough for an intake, you leave what - Brisbane

used to be called the Northern Command Personnel Depot, you would be held there until they had
enough and away you would go. On the train again down to Wagga. Never mind this flying business. The
old trains were a bit slower in those days.

So tell me about, your basic training, tell me what that involved?

Basically you learned your left from your right, the basic things marching

initially, until you learnt to work as a team that’s what it’s all about. It’s not a matter of beating you into
the ground it’s getting you to - if someone says, “Left turn”, you left turn. It’s just to get you to follow
orders without too much of a problem sort of thing. Some people have that sort of a problem. Then you
go on and do your drills with your weapons and learn how to handle your weapons

maintain them for your craft.

Were you a bit bored in the beginning because you would have done all that marching and
stuff in the CMF?

I was, but was careful not to come over as a big head, saying, “I know that, I know that”. You had to,
well I did anyway, just go along as if you were learning afresh, or otherwise the other blokes would say,
“Get on to this”,

this bloke sort of thing, so yeah, that’s the way I done it.
What was different about it?

The regular army? It was different to the extent that it was more efficient, more CMF was a bit, you
work with the bloke today, and he was your officer that night sort of thing. But in the regular army it
was more officious more efficient, more by the book.

So there was no, “Hey Bill come over here”.

Did you like that it was more professional I guess?
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I did, yeah, I did. CMF was fine but I found the regular army more to my thinking of what an army
should be. I am not having a go at the CMF, it was just the circumstances. That says it. Because that
was their job and me trying to do the same job as what you are doing I wouldn’t

be able to do it as well, well it’s the same with the regular army and the CMF.

What was the additional say weapons training that you received in the basic training with the
regular army that you hadn’t done with the CMF?

Yeah, well we never used any heavier weapons than we used in the CMF at the initial, this is at recruit
training, from recruit training you go to corps training, which is more into your corps. Like some went
to armour, some went to artillery,

some went to infantry, engineers. So in recruit training at Wagga you are just learning the basics. And
then when you are allocated to a corps, you go to like Ingleburn and then you learn about infantry type
work.

Did you have it in mind which corps that you wanted to go to?

Infantry. It’s not hard to get into infantry. No that’s where I wanted to go. If you have to be a soldier to
my mind if you are not in infantry you are not a soldier. Silly, in those days, but that’s the way it was.

Yeah.

So tell me about your infantry training?

That was done at Ingleburn, just outside Liverpool as Simon would know.
What was the camp like there, just describe it for me?

Well, I will describe Kapooka first, there was still the World War 11 buildings. And they had gaps in the
floor boards like that, and if you have ever been to Wagga, it’s freezing cold. The cold air used to come
up through the floor boards.

The Quonset huts [pre fabricated huts] are round huts like that which they could build easy and quick
and cheap. Even one day the front wall fell out of one. They weren’t the best. And it was a cold, cold
place, Wagga, particularly coming from up here and I had never been south of Brisbane before.

You have got to tell me, there must have been one cold miserable night where you thought

Dad must have been right?

That would come in the morning when they would come and take us for a run and you would have ice
forming on your hair and you would see this cloud of steam from 30 blokes running up the road, this
steam fog coming off. Yeah as you say, he might have had something, yeah. It was cold. Sometimes you
couldn’t get water out of the tap.

It was frozen?

And the hot water system wasn'’t all

that good for having a shower either. And they used to have drying rooms which was a novelty to me.
You used to - when you done your washing you hung your clothes in these big drying rooms. They were
good to hang out in, you would watch your clothes dry, it was also warmer. Yeah they were a bit of a
novelty coming from up here, we didn’t anything like that. Then we went to Ingleburn, it was a little bit
better accommodation

still the old wooden buildings, and then you learnt what the infantry does. Wagga was your recruit to
make you into a soldier sort of thing, and then the corps training was more specialised in infantry type
work.

So tell me what you learnt what an infantier does?

You learnt how a section is formed, what the scout group does, the gun group does, the rifle group does,
and how the section commander

combines all those and then you fit into a platoon. Because the building block of a battalion is a section,
and once you get that formed then everything takes care after that. Your platoon, company, battalion
and you learned all the functions of a section, platoon, company. By the time you marched into your
regular unit which was a battalion, you were fairly - it took about

7 or 8 months from the time you went to Kapooka until the time you marched into a battalion. So by that
time you had learned a fair bit and you could fit into a regular unit.
Is that enough time to learn or was it too much time, what did you feel?

It’s always too long when you are doing the callisthenics and all that sort of stuff. No, they do it shorter
now, but I think they get more training in the units now, so they
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have transferred what you have done in your corps training, and when you get to your unit now they do
more of the training than they used to. Because when we marched into a battalion we were supposed to
be fully switched on as to what we had to do, whereas now I think they put them through the training a
bit quicker and the units polish them off more.

When you first joined up you said you liked the idea of the mateship as well, and the lifestyle I
guess and what’s that

like? Was there a point when you got into the regular army and you were sort of I guess it
became more professional, that you started to think about that one day maybe you would need
to go and fight for real for a war?

My feeling was that I wanted to go overseas, I didn’t say I wanted to go to a particular war, but I wanted
to travel. Because at this time I knew there was a battalion in Malaya rotating in Malaya as part of the
British Commonwealth forces in

Malaya, and when I joined up that was my ambition to get to Malaya there was no war as such, there
was no Vietnam [war], there was no Borneo at that point in time. In Malaya the emergency was more or
less winding down, but I wanted to get overseas to them yeah. So I was looking forward to that. As a
matter of fact I was posted to the 1st Battalion, and I was there a short period of time and they were
raising the 4th Battalion. And they said the 4th would be the next one to go to Malaya, so I

put in for a transfer to the 4th.

What do you mean raising the 4th, what does that mean?

There was no 4th Battalion, they started it from nothing, a new battalion.
Is that a difficult thing to do?

Yeah it is, because you start off with nothing, it’s like a business, you start off, like yourself and you
have got to expand it to 800 people. And have all that, your different levels once again and fuse them
into one unit. It’s a major undertaking.

It can take quite sometime. But we were raised 20 months and we went to Malaya.

Can you talk me through some of the hiccups and when you gelled as a battalion, can you talk
me through the experience of being part of that because that’s quite amazing isn’t it?

Well, it was an old battalion it was an established battalion. And it was - when you got posted with it you
might be 20 blokes at a time go into it, well you just

melted into the battalion so to speak. The 4th Battalion when it was raised like any battalion when it is
first raised, you have got blokes coming from here there, 1 battalion or 2 battalion, or from training
units and they have all got to come together, it’s like any business where people have got to get to know
each other, and it’s not a matter of just issuing orders, you have got to be able to relate to a person and
it takes time. You have got to get company commanders, platoon commanders,

section commanders, and it’s all got to gel. And you start off again with your section, getting them to
know each other, and work together and get your platoons working together, and your company and you
have got to get you companies working together, you got to get your battalion and your CO
[Commanding Officer] to understand all these people and everyone’s different, that everyone is not of
the same line of thought and action. Yeah.

Let’s go to getting the section together, what sort of exercises

did they get you to do, is it a subtle thing or how do you get men to gel together?

Wel], it’s a bonding type thing, you have got to have faith in each other, that’s one of the big things, and
if you have got someone who doesn'’t fit in the boat and he rocks the boat [causes trouble], well it
doesn’t make for a good section. It’s like any rowing a skulling, if you have got a bloke who doesn’t pull
his weight [do his bit] in skulling, it upsets the whole

crew. Well it’s the same as the section, you are never going to get the perfect section, there’s always
going to be someone that’s a bit - but that’s basically what you have got to do, you have to believe in
your section commander, and he’s going to give you the right directions and he’s going not be doing the
right things by you. You are going to rely on your gunner but he knows how to work that weapon and
apply it correctly, it’s just a gelling thing and you learn your different tactics. But you should know your
tactics it’s

just getting that section to gell.

Were there any people that just didn’t fit in from your section or other sections that you know
of?

Yeah there were a few people, but you know you try to get them out somewhere, like platoon
headquarters and get them as a batman or a signal. Some people might have been good as a sig
[signaller], but they didn’t they wouldn’t let them - be told what to do or
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things like that yeah. There was a few. And as I said not everyone was 100% right, but you have got to
get the best you can.

Did the men themselves do some of their own management with someone who is not quite
gelling that you - some people might take on the role of...?

Yeah, but not this fisticuff [physical fighting] business. I never had anything - you talk to them.
That’s what I mean?

Yeah. Another dig [soldier] sees a bloke that is either not

pulling his weight or he’s having a bit of trouble not through no fault of his own, well you generally pair
him off if you are a section commander, you generally pair him off with someone who can take him
under his wing and guide him along. But if you get someone who is just pure obstinate that’s just
difficult. But as I say you generally try and get them to an area that is - the section is the nuts and bolts
of a battalion, if the sections aren’t right, the rest is not right.

What else can you tell me about getting the battalion right, what training did you do?

We did a lot of training because a new battalion is just like any business, there is a lot of behind scenes
work that goes on, and you have got to go bush a fair bit to get everyone working in the same direction,
and we done a lot of time away from home

to get fit to go overseas. And when you go overseas it’s even more important.
When you say you went bush where did you go to train?

The Humbug Forest and places like that in South Australia, that’s where the battalion was raised at
Woodside. And yeah we were always going bush and honing our skills and we were training for tropical
warfare in countries that was a lot colder than this, it seems crazy but that’s where we

were posted.
I was going to say that, it must have been...?

Well yeah, when we left Adelaide to go to Malaya we left in suits and you got off the plane in Singapore
and you nearly melted. We had been used to the cold weather and we left in July/August or something.

Did you know when you were going to Malaya, like did someone tell you?

We knew we would be relieving 3RAR [Royal Australian Regiment] yes and we knew the approximate
time was up for their posting.

So given that the climate was all wrong for training you what were some other things that
they did I guess if you can compensate for that, what - did they give you any kind of
information that might be different. Obviously you are from Townsville so you have had some?

We went through Canungra, we all went through Canungra and we all went through as company groups
first, have you ever heard of Canungra? They went through as company groups first, and that was the
main gelling point.

We had about 5 weeks there straight, and that was pretty full on. Then before we went to Malaya we
went there again as a battalion. And a lot of the blokes senior NCO’s [Non Commissioned Officers] and
NCO'’s had been to Malaya before, so we got feedback from them and yeah.

What did they tell you?

About conditions in Malaya, about the local people. About what it’s like operating in the jungle
environment. Yeah

because a lot of them had been over there with the Malayan emergency with previous battalions.
Do you recall any specific things to watch out for or be concerned about?

Your water sterilisation tablets were very important when you were out in the scrub not to get
leptospirosis [bacterial disease contracted from animals] and that sort of thing. And your general
hygiene has got to be pretty switched on because if you get infections and things, they travel pretty

quick. Yeah, and if you are going to have a shower more than once a day, only use soap once a day. If
you do use soap all the time you do tend to want to - if you can shower a fair bit particularly in the base
area, because you are hot all the time. Don’t use soap because it takes the oil out of your skin and get
the skin rashes and dermatitis and that.

Do you recall any specific things they told you about the local people?

Not that I can repeat. Not really, you've got to bargain for most things, if you just walk in pay the price
whatever they ask you are paying through the hoop sort of thing, you have to learn to bargain and get
things down even for your normal
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café stuff sort of thing. Not to drink their local alcohol products. Because some of it wasn’t hygienically
made. But other than that no, I can’t recall any hard and fast rules. The brothels didn’t worry me
because I was married. But that was one of the things they talked about. But yeah. I can’t recall any
hard and fast

rules.

Did they brief you just generally about what 3RAR had been doing and what your aim was to
be going there, could you talk about that a bit?

Oh yes we were told we would be part of the 28th Commonwealth Brigade and the 28th Commonwealth
Brigade consists of a Kiwi [New Zealand] battalion. The poly [Polynesian] battalion, plus associated
artillery engineers and our task was to form the Far East

Strategic Reserve. So if anything happened in Malaya, Thailand we were the brigade that was there to
bolster the forces. It was a 2 year posting and 3RAR went to Borneo in 1965 and we were told we would
probably go to Borneo we were told we were going to Malaya.

So you knew you were going for 2 years to Malaya, was there a concern about, was your wife
worried about...?

She went with us. Marrieds went there. They were in the Garrison just outside Malacca. Married people
took their wives and children.

How long had you been married at that time?

3 years. When I first joined up as I said with Kapooka and Ingleburn, I left home here and never saw
Gwen again for another 8 months.

It was a bit of a lap now and I come home and got her, I wasn’t supposed to come home, I was on what
they called standby company, A Company, and we were called sprinkler force, we were to go to Thailand
in those days up to Ubon. If anything was to go leg up. But they must have took pity on me and let me
come home for 10 days and pick up the wife and bring her back to Sydney. I dumped her off there after
about a week and went to Puckapunyal for another

month, and I came back to Sydney and they said, “4RAR [Royal Australian Regiment]”, and I went to
4RAR and left her in Sydney for about another 2 months until I got a married quarter, and she finally
come over here and dumped her over here and went to Canungra. So she didn’t have a good trot. So we
didn’t see much of each other for the first 2 years.

Was she from a military family as well?
No.
So it would have been all quite new and different for both of you really?

There were no married quarters in Sydney, I had to shop around until I could find a

1 bedroom flat. They had to inspect it and approve it and then they brought her down and said, “There
you are” and I choofed [left] off again. Yeah. Wasn'’t fun.

So how did the wives get to Malaya?
They flew with us.
With you?

Yes. We were the first battalion to go by air, normally they went by sea. The families all went on a ship.
We were the first battalion to change over by flying.

We had married quarters in Malacca. Had an Amah [housemaid] so she was looked after there.

End of tape

Barry I am wondering what your brothers ended up doing, did either of them go into the
services?

No. As I said before one brother had done air cadets at high school, that was as far as - neither went
into the services.

What do you remember about the Korean War breaking out?

I can remember seeing it on the movies, the news, that it had been declared. I was probably only about
7 at the time but yeah.
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Did you have much of an idea growing up about the Communist threat?

Yeah. I did. I went along with what they were saying, the Domino Theory [theory that Communism was
spreading throughout the world country by country], I thought it was a follow on from the Russian Cold
War, as the Russians sort of thing. I used to read a fair bit

about - I used to like reading about that sort of thing.
Do you think that idea was pretty wide spread throughout the community?

In those days it was yeah. As I said previously the response for young fellas to be in the CMF in those
days was far better than what it is now. I think people felt there was a need or a possible need further
down the track to be prepared so to speak.

And your career was it largely ignored by the public?

Oh very quiet boy, if you didn’t have someone over there or probably had no interest in it. And that’s
strange really because it was one of the first - it had a bit of TV coverage in America, not Australia, but
it had a bit of TV coverage in America. It wasn’t until Vietnam that we got real TV coverage.

Do you think people were war weary at that point? I mean you were quite young but did you
ever

sense the people were quite tired and exhausted from World War 11?

I would say they wanted to put it behind them there, we have been there done that sort of thing, so let’s
move on. I would agree with that.

So given there was this pending Communist threat, when you were looking to enlist did you
have a sense that you may be facing conflict on a large scale or did you feel that you were in
for a period of...?

I thought more of the Malayan emergency type, situations. I didn’t

foresee a major type thing, like the hooks that were in the Philippines, the CTs [Communist Terrorists]
were in Malaya, I thought it would be more that type of thing. Indonesia was a bit of a melting pot. They
like gone and taken at that time what we call Irianjaya now.

It was Papua wasn’t it? From the Dutch?

Dutch New Guinea it was called,

Dutch New Guinea and the Indonesians went in 62 and just annexed it as part of their system. So I
thought that might have repercussions further down the track.

Did you take an interest in the political aspect?

Not so much the political I suppose it’s tied up with more of the military situation. I suppose they are
close cousins political/military, but I was more inclined to see what the

military situation was, like the Berlin air lift and all that sort of thing. I read up on and yes.
Was that mainly through newspapers or would you read books as well?

Mainly newspapers yeah. You would get - no I didn’t read many books in those, so mainly newspapers. I
am an avid reader of books now but.

You would have been well aware then of us sending the advisers over to Vietnam in 62.

No I heard very little about that until I got - and that was also kept pretty low key, because they got on
a plane here in civilian clothes. And they - it wasn’t until after the plane left for Singapore that they
changed into military uniform. That’s how low key it was.

I did not know that?

They changed in flight, because they weren’t supposed to go through Singapore. Same as when we
went to Malaya, some had to fly right around the top of Sumatra

and come back that way, because you would be flying in Indonesian air space. If you went direct.

The Australian Government was very concerned to be appearing to enter into conflict with our
neighbours weren’t they?

It’s a guns and butter war, you want to be fighting with this hand and be offering them sustenance on
this hand. It’s a bit of a political, that’s when politics becomes a bit

airy fairy to me. You are either at war or you are at peace, I can’t see how you can have one way or the
other, but politicians are like that aren’t they? They can see the bigger picture.

Speaking of the bigger picture, I would like to ask you about your decision to get married, you
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were only 19, and I think you had just finished your apprenticeship, was that a big decision?

Well - well no not really.

Yeah.
Was there any concern between your religions?

Yeah, there was, I had to go to so many nights instruction and then I had to sign a form to say that any
children born of the union would be brought up raised in the Catholic faith or otherwise we wouldn’t be
standing before the altar. And I had no great hang ups about - as I said I am

not religious but Gwen wanted the children raised Catholics, so well so be it sort of thing.
And it was necessary for her to be married in a Catholic wedding?

Yeah or no go. And she went to church every Sunday, and she was fairly religious and the family was so.
And I had no great hang ups about it.

Had you been going out for sometime?

Couple of years.

When we were about 17 we started going out.
How did you meet originally?

Just down Flinders Street to be honest, I was talking to a friend of hers and Gwen come along, and she
had just come back from the island and over there for the weekend or a day and I just got introduced to
here and had a bit of a chat, as things do, and saw her again a bit later

and went out yeah. We didn’t think at that stage it was going to be this long, but anyway.
Were dances still popular?

Yes, dances were still popular that was a big part of the thing that was the social thing of the week.
There used to be a number of dance halls in Townsville and different nights you could go - you could
probably go to 3 or 4 dances a week. But there was no alcohol, you weren’t allowed in if you had any
sign of

being inebriated sort of thing, and they were good clean dances. No swearing or anything like that.
There were blokes keeping an eye on you, not security as they have today, but older people would be
moving about keeping an eye on the young ladies to make sure they weren’t being unduly harassed.
They were good clean. And you got to meet people, you got to talk to people. Ask this one up for a dance
but

now you go to a night club and you can’t even hear yourself think can you? They were good fun.
Who were the people who were overseeing?

I would say like the wharfies they had a hall and they used to hire it out and a band would come in, and
they would have a few of the committee working there, and they would move around and just make sure
no one had a drink, hip flask or anything like that. Very seldom was there ever any trouble.

Which you never did?

No. No.

Was the Toc H still operating at that time?

The?

The Toc H. The dance hall that was operating in Townsville in World War 11 in Townsville.

I never heard of that one no. There was the flying squadron, there was one up on Denham Street, the
wharfies hall, the railway canteen used to have one, but no I don’t know of that one.

And what was the style of music at that point?

We used to have what they called mostly 60/40. The old Canadian two step or the ‘Pride of Erin’, and
the 40 which used to be the jive. You used to have 60/40 make up of the night sort of thing. So those
that wanted to do the old style could and later on the other style would cut in, the jive and all that sort
of thing.

What's the jive?

Where's this bloke been?

The Jive, just the modern dance sort of thing.

You didn’t mind a bit of the jive?
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I am a bit of the old school, I preferred the Pride of Erin and Canadian two step and gypsy tap. The wife
was more into the jiving side of it.

When it came to signing away your children’s salvation, did you see any comparison

between Dad and the army? Signing your soul away.

As I said I had no great hang ups about it. That’s what Gwen wanted, and as I said she used to go to
church every Sunday, if I didn’t have a pack for church on Sunday, if we went out somewhere. No she
was - she still is.

Definitely a big step

in terms of your commitment and settling down?

Oh my word. Yeah. We didn’t have too much between us at the time as far as finances go, and we didn’t
have a vehicle for the first 5 years of our marriage.

And you knew at that stage that your lifestyle was going to be challenging in terms of you
being away and...?

No I wasn'’t in the regular army I got married first before I went into the army.
You had those ambitions though?

I had those ambitions, but I didn’t know if they went further on the back burner or not once I got

married. But we had a talk about it and away we went.
When you enlisted what was your return of service?
6 years.

Did you have to sign a contract to that effect?

Yeah, you could either sign up for 3 years or 6 years. With the 3 years you were regular army
supplement, and with the 6 years you were regular army. With the

3 years you didn’t get what we call superannuation now, the 6 years you got superannuation, they used
to call it DFRB. Defence Forces Retirement Benefit. The 3 year bloke didn’t get it. The 6 year bloke did,
so that was just an encouragement for you to sign up for 6 years, but not that I minded at the time. That
was the encouragement to get you to sign 6.

And does supplement have any significance. Be regular army supplement?

I don’t know how that really worked but they

weren’t - they were regular army but they weren’t regular - they were the 6 year blokes called a
supplement to the regular army.

The 6 years would be more likely to get overseas or...?
I would say they would have a leg in more promotion opportunities, and jobs and that sort of thing yes.

I just want to move to Kapooka again. Just talk a bit more about the physical training that you
were put through?

Oh,

it was pretty physical. You had to be - one of them was you had to pull yourself up on a beam and touch
the beam with the instep of your foot. I think you had to do that 3 or 5 times. But that was just one of
them, but there was 20 miles of march - go for 20 milers. 7 miles and you had to run every day and do
push ups. I would say it was the fittest I have ever been when I finished recruit corps training.

You would have had to have been pretty fit before you got started though surely?

Oh yeah, there was a couple of blokes that if you didn’t reach the standard you were back squadded.
Say if you have done.

You were what sorry?

Back squadded. Say if you done 3 or 4 weeks, and you weren’t keeping up with the rest of the team, you
went back with the new platoon starting. So that added another length of time whatever you had done,
they added that on to your recruit training.

And if you still failed you would probably be discharged. That’s what they called back squadding, even
for weapons handling, or physical fitness, if you didn’t attain, the required standard they would put you
back and start again.



Is that squadding with a D or a T?
Squadding. You go back to the next squad.

I imagine there would have been a lot of injuries sustained as well given the high demands

14:30 of the physical activity?

I can’t recall - this is going back. I can’t recall any undue, there might have been sprains, I can’t recall
anyway. I can’t recall anything major. I am not saying it didn’t happen, but I can’t recall any.

And you talked about the marches, you talked about the pulling yourself up, what were some
of the other things, did you do obstacle courses?

Oh yeah, you had to climb ropes and that sort of stuff yeah.

15:00 Climb up and touch the top and come down or go over the cargo nets and roll down the other side, or
the obstacle course running. It was all part of it yeah. It was good fun really, because you were young
and as you get on a bit you slow down. But you pit yourself against the other blokes. I don’t think it
done anyone any harm.

And, had you been playing rugby up until you joined?

Yes, but I had a game of rugby

15:30  union in the army, of course you couldn’t in those days league wasn’t allowed to be played in the army.
Why was that?

It was considered a professional sport and union was the - like the old school sport. No, I read the other
day where some blokes played league. In my time in the army there was no league, you could only play
league or AFL [Australian Rules Football].

I can imagine the officer’s playing union but not the troops.

That'’s all you

16:00 could play, you couldn’t play league they didn’t have a league set up. I had a game of union and I got
tackled hung on to the ball and getting up to play the ball, and of course you know what union, I said
bugger this, I played hockey after that.

So did sport play a big part?

Sport plays a big part. Because it’s a physical thing, particularly in battalion. Because it’s all team work,
you are playing as a team. Hockey, union, AFL and it’s the physical thing and keeps you

16:30 fit. Plays a big part. Boxing, if you are a boxer in the battalion you got special rations and your meat was
increased. All those sort of things because you were in the boxing team.

What?

Yeah, you didn’t go bush. In Malaya we had blokes that hardly went bush because they were training
and their rations were upgraded to give them the fitness.

What is that about?

It’s all about

17:00  unit pride about winning - beating the other unit, I was never in boxing, but companies between
companies and battalions.

Is that a hang over from the British Army days, where boxing was...?

Oh if you were - boxing was one of them, but if you were in the top union team too you got out of a lot
of the work with training for the battalion team or

17:30 whatever. Sport played a big part. Jock straps [athletes] got away with a fair bit. They used to - blokes
would be going bush and the jocks would be back there and they used to cause a bit of rift within the
unit.

I can imagine.
The officers were 100% behind the jocks so, didn’t go too far.
And tell me what did you learn about officer/troop relationship while you were at Kapooka?

At

18:00 Kapooka, it’s very formal. Ingleburn slackens off a bit, and the battalion slackens off a bit more, but at
Kapooka it’s very - the corporal at Kapooka, he’s up there, even a corporal but no officer’s you just -
they were another thing. And as I say a corporal, sergeant, you didn’t even look sideways
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so to speak. Not that way. No, NCO’s were pretty special.
Was it a respect that was there or?

If they earned it but I still think they had to earn it, just because they had it on there it didn’t come
automatic. They could be firm but they had to be fair to get the blokes respect. If they were just - for
want of a better word, fair bastards, well they

they might have got the job done, but they didn’t get the respect.
When you went into infantry was that even more pronounced, that need for earning respect?

I think so but it was a bit more casual. You had more of a like we are talking you could talk a bit more
loose, but at Kapooka you didn’t we didn’t sit here and talk to an officer. But the bloke he had to earn
the respect

you done what you were told but you didn’t do it in a manner that brought out the best of you.

What was discipline like at Kapooka?

Yeah, it was pretty - well that’s what it’s all about Kapooka, you give an order and I obey it, that’s
basically what Kapooka’s about, teaching you about your basic soldiering and discipline is the

corner stone of that, foundation stone of that.
Do you recall what was the punishment was like for the people who didn’t fall into line?

Well you got charged for different things. But I never fell foul. It wasn'’t like lashings or anything like
that it wasn’t physical. But you would be given extra duties, you might get more mess duties than you
should sort of thing or things like that.

Or if you really went too far you got placed on a charge and fronted up and docked pay or - you couldn’t
get docked time out of the camp because we never got any. You could be docked pay and things like
that.

Do you recall anyone who didn’t cope with that transition into army life?

There’s a few that had problems, but I don’t recall anyone being discharged or

back squadded because of it, but there were those who took a while to come round so to speak. Some of
them just weren'’t fully aware of what to expect. There was nothing drastic no. I think that most blokes
that went there had a fair idea what they were in for.

You mentioned before that you were cautious not seem like a big head or that you knew too
much,

but did you feel that you naturally fell into a leadership role amongst the lads?

Yeah I did, but I remember one night we were going to have like fixing bayonets next morning, it was
one of our periods the next morning, and I was showing one of the blokes in the hut that night, and of
course I was sprung, so that come up here, so I got a bit of stick about that. So I didn’t do anything
more. I found when I got to Ingleburn

I got more of a - because I knew things they could tell that I knew things. At Kapooka I kept it, after
that particularly.

You mentioned, we were talking about sport before. Were there any other ways of getting a
release of having recreation while you were there?

A release. From Kapooka.
A breakaway from the actual army training?

You couldn’t go to the wet canteen

for 6 weeks. You used to have different coloured flashes on your epaulets, and that told the - any NCO’s
how long you had been there, and I just forget the colour but you couldn’t go into the wet canteen until
you had - might have been red or blue up on you. And I don’t think we had a day out of camp until we
had been there 8 weeks or 8 or 9 weeks or something like that.

A solid introduction.

It was, but that’s what it is there for. If you don’t get that you don’t get the results sort of thing, I feel.
What was the quality of your food like there. I can’t recall any great - you got your feeds, and I am a
pretty basic sort of a - you always get people that no matter what you put in front of them it is never
good enough. It’s

never. But I had no great dramas with it.



Important part of your adaptation into army life.

But I think as long as you are getting a fair feed and it’s presented in a reasonable that’s all you require,
but I think some people are a bit hard to satisfy. They want top shelf [the very best] and they get a bit
let down.

They weren’t still trying to get through these bully beef supplies?

No.

24:00 The meals were pretty good yeah.
What about the washing facilities out there, was it freezing cold?

It was you done your own washing of course and sometimes the hot water didn’t work in the showers
too good. There was one bloke that didn’t like the shower, and I remember we put him under the
shower and give him a bit of scrub up because he was just, he just wasn’t

24:30 showering and even though it was cold he was still a bit smelly.

Leading to your infantry training at Ingleburn, I would like to go through specifically what
you learnt about the various weapons that you issued with. Can you tell me about your 303
rifle?

No. By then we had the 7.62 SLR. I had the 303 in the CMF, but when we went to the regular we got the
7.62 SLR.

Can you talk me through that weapon?

25:00 What?
The specifications of it.

It weighs about 10 1b it has a 20 round magazine, it’s gas recoil operated, it’s semi automatic,
maintained it’s a good weapon, it’s a bit heavy but a good weapon. It can be fitted with a bayonet or a
grenade launcher. It’s robust but - made originally by

25:30 Belgium. FM 30 and Australia adopted it after the British Army adopted it.
What does semi automatic mean?

You have got to squeeze the trigger each time. An automatic you hold your finger on the trigger and it
keeps firing. Semi automatic you haven’t got to hand cock it or anything you just keep pulling the
trigger, and as long as you have got rounds in the magazine it will keep firing.

And what

26:00 were the main strengths as a weapon?

A reliability, hard hitting, 7.62 round, it hit something that does a bit of damage, and as I said if it was
well maintained as conditions allow, it’s a reliable weapon.

And did it have any major weaknesses?

No

26:30 not major weaknesses no, but it was gas operated and sometimes you had to move the gas regulator to
get a bit more gas. Increase the gas or decrease the gas, but other than that no, like any weapon, like
any car, you will get defects. But by and large it was a good reliable weapon.

In terms of regulating the gas how would you be judging that, is that just something...?

You fired and it didn’t fully eject the shell, you didn’t push the

27:00  working parts into the breach block, well it mightn’t be getting enough gas, so you would decrease the
size of the gas because so much was allowed to come out and so much was allowed to come out on the
piston. So if not enough was coming back on the piston you closed the hole up on the top to get more
gas coming back on the piston.

And you mentioned they could be fitted with a grenade launcher?

You could fit a couple on them and you had a balustite cartridge you had a different cartridge your ball
ammunition and it

27:30  just - it’s got no solid head, it’s just got the propulsion it fires the grenade launcher fits on and the
grenade fits in the launcher and the balustite cartridge fires the grenade. We don’t use them today.

Why is that?

You have got the grenade launchers that are specific grenade launchers.
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And were these standard issue

grenades that they used?

No. They were an irga grenade, they were a different shape, a rocket shape grenade. The 303 rifle had
a grenade discharger just the standard grenade and we used to put that in, but this was a purpose built
grenade an irga grenade.

And what sort of range would they be?
About 150.

So you spent quite a bit of time on the range learning them?

Yes we did, we used to have what they called the mechanical range in those days, mechanical targets,
and they were ones that if you hit them, they fell down. Which made more sense and gives you a better
idea of your shooting ability rather than the target that just had the bulls eye and if you hit it - I don’t
know whether I hit it but anyway I have another go. But the mechanical range if you hit the target it
would fall down. Come back up but it let you know you hit it. They were good,

gives you, your battle shooting gives you a better feeling than just hitting the bulls eye.
And can you tell me how you would clean and maintain the SLR?

Well you had to learn how to strip them, pull them apart, pull your breach block out, pull your piston
out, clean all those parts up and lightly oil them, reassemble it. It just comes second nature.

And you, I have been speaking to some of the guys from World War 11, they were pretty much
trained that their rifle was a part of them, that they walked with it every?

Once you went overseas you - everywhere you went you had your weapon with you.

What were the major safety concerns on the range, or safety steps that you had to take, either
carrying your rifle around or being...?

Well you didn’t load until you were on the mound. On the

mound facing the butts, and you didn’t turn with that weapon once you - you only kept pointing that
weapon up range. If you turned around you would get a fair old serve and rightly so.

Would you only be served with ammunition on the range itself?

Yes, and then all your equipment is inspected after the shoot to make sure you have got no

ammunition left over and they come along and inspect your weapon. My word yeah, that’s and so they
should.

And obviously as well as your grenades and the bayonet, what were some of the other weapons
you were exposed to at Ingleburn?

At Ingleburn we had the machine gun, the L4 which was the heavy barrelled SLR, it had a tripod and a
heavy barrel and 30 round magazine.

It was just a larger SLR, or the M60 machine gun we were getting into then. It was a belt vet American
weapon.

And could you explain maybe how were they tended to how would they be operated?

One bloke could operate the M60 or the L4, not the L4 the L2. And but normally they had another bloke
carrying ammo [ammunition], because one bloke couldn’t carry

the gun nor all the ammo you would need. But normally operated by one man. You had a gun group, but
they more or less assisted him and carried the ammo.

Were they part of the rifle company?

Oh yeah, they were part of the rifle company. The section was made up of in those days of 2 scouts. The
second commander, the gun group, consisting of the gunner and the section 2IC [Second in Command]
was the lance corporal, and 3 riflemen. There were 3 group

scout gun rifle group.

Sorry, so the rifle you were carrying the SLRs and the gun group were carrying the machine
guns?

One.
One machine gun. The ammunition

Per section.
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The weapon itself, does the tripod remain attached?
Bipod.
Bipod.

You fold it and you flick it down when you want to stand it on the bipod, but when you are carrying it it’s
up. And - but in like in Vietnam we might have carried 900,000 rounds for the M60

and you spread that through the section. Each bloke might have 50 or 100 rounds of link.
And sorry the L2?

The L2 was the heavy barrelled SLR.

Could one person carry that?

Yes. But we didn’t use that over there, they let that go to like transport units and that sort of thing. We
trained on it but we didn’t have that overseas.

And as an infantryman you were trained in the use of all those weapons?

Oh yeah. 3.5 rocket launcher. Anti tank weapon. I ended up in the mortar platoon, so I was on mortars
then. But I didn’t do that at Ingleburn.

You didn’t use mortars?

No once you get to a battalion then there’s a specialist platoon within the battalion it’s not a general
knowledge weapon you know you specialise in mortars.

And so at Ingleburn were you exposed to a range of

I guess a small exposure to a whole bunch of different specialities?

No, we did gas training. We put in a building with gas dischargers and put on the mask and gas mask
and that, but other than we were just basic with what happens in the section, with what weapons that
are carried within the section.

When you get to a battalion you might go to pioneers or sigs or mortars but they are specialist platoons
and they are generally come from within rifle companies, but older blokes that have been in the
battalion for a while and then go to the support company.

Your days would have mainly been focused on learning your weapons trying to become
familiar with them, becoming proficient in their use...?

Tactics and navigation, map reading and

aerial photography and study aerial photographs, and learning how to work out what the terrain is like
and map reading, working out how to move around the country the best way to move by looking at the
map.

Was that largely theory or practical?

No, you did theory and practical. You went to the room, the classroom and you learned how to read
maps and compass’ and slide projectors, not slide projectors, a protractor, and

then you went out and applied those lessons in the bush.
And be able to find the best path...?

Yeah, and they might say grid reference 456797 you got to finish up with grid reference, and you had to
find your way to it yeah. Which is all good.

And what were the major principles of navigation on land were they taking 3 point bearings...?

Taken by your compass on a bearing and by your feet by paces.

Say if the going was fairly good I used to work on about 120 paces to 100 yards, so in a section you
would get 1 or 2 blokes pacing, so every 120 paces approximately you travel 100 yards. And they would
either have a length of string and tie a knot in it or every time they done 100 and say, we’ve come 700
yards. And you are going on the bearing and when you get to a certain point you say,

0.K. we will change to 3600 or 3500 and away you go again on a set distance by your pacing. But in the
jungle it’s a bit different again, you have got to work along with your compass in your hand because you
can’t see - like here we’ll say we’ll go to that hill over there and keep left of that tree but in the jungle
you can only see that wall there.

And obviously as well as

you using 3 point bearings on your map to be able to work out your position?
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Re section.

Re section.

You could do that yeah.

Or take a visual off features around you...?

That'’s to find out where you are. Oh my word that’s all part of it yeah. You picked the right hill.

I used to like map reading it was good.
And aerial photography were those images supplied by the air force were they?

I would imagine they would, I couldn’t say for sure but I imagine so. They were just to teach you the
basics of relating that aerial photograph to the map. Although the map has only got kind of lines and
symbols representing trees and that, if you have a look at the aerial photograph of the same area you
can see exactly what’s there and learn to

relate what'’s there, because all the map is a birds eye view of the earth’s surface. So you relate the
aerial photograph to the map and it gives you a better understanding of what you are looking at.

Is aerial photography something that became more prevalent in terms of your operation as
well?

Not down at section level, but at company level, the diggers down at the section level didn’t have a lot
to do with it, it was just in your training to show you how maps are made and you

relate the type of country to the map. I suppose they used them at company level or battalion level in
the intelligence level, but once we went overseas the digs in the platoon didn’t have much to do with
them, they had maps.

Who were your main instructors at Ingleburn?

An officer by the name of Sutton, Reg Sutton platoon commander.

One of the battalion sergeant’s was Clark, no. Too far back.
So when you were operating generally in that platoon structure was your...?

Yeah, each sergeant got a section and the platoon commander has got the 3 or 4 sections whatever it is
at the time, and your main instructor is your section sergeant. And your platoon commander oversees

what they are doing.
And your exposure to the larger battalion or the company was relatively rare?

And you mainly stayed within your platoon because what you could learn in your platoon was relevant
to your battalion so when you got to your battalion you knew where you fitted in, if every battalion
worked like your platoon you knew what the rest of the platoons were doing.

How often would you be brought together en masse, would there be large

parades?

No it was more or less not in Ingleburn we didn’t do much, but in Kapooka we did. Because that was all
part of the training. But in Ingleburn that was more bush work more tactics weapons. Basic skills like
that.

Can you talk to me a little bit about the basic tactics that you were trained in?

If you are moving in single file and you get someone who starts shooting at your front

what do you do? So you had to know if there was high ground to the right, the gun went to the right, if
there was no high ground the gun still went to the right. In these that’s the sort of drill that you learn.
And as it turned out in Borneo we had a contact but the drill just worked brilliantly, that was our first
contact. And the gun goes to the right the rifle group closes up the scout the section commander checks
with the scout what is happening up there and he deducts from there what he is going to do.

It all sounds simple I know but. You have got to have that basic drill so that when the shit hits the fan
everyone knows what is happening, to a point. And once they have all gone to that point then the orders
are issued then the section commander or platoon commander issues orders. There’s no good everyone
saying, “What are you going to do, I don’t know what are you going to do?” You have got to have a drill,
whether it be contact front, ambush right

ambush left. Contact rear, there’s a drill for all of them followed to a point where everyone knows what
is going on. Then the section or platoon commander takes over.

End of tape
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We were just talking about the tactical training you received at Ingleburn, was that a separate
section of your training or was that something that was being constantly reinforced through
your route marches and...?

Tactics is infantry work all the way through, that’s your bread and butter [main activity]. Infantry all
they are there for is to take or hold ground. So

have got to learn to do either or both. It’s an ongoing thing. Because engineers you might drive a
bulldozer or a grader and that’s what you do. And infantry your task is take and/or hold ground, and you
have got to have the best tactics for it.

And I guess you are not being trained to make tactical decisions per se are you are meant to
respond tactics given...?

At a section level the section commander is and the platoon level the platoon commander is yeah. A lot
of jungle work comes down to section work. You are a company you are not a battalion you are just that
little group that little unit.

As an infantryman you are not there to I guess make decisions about the tactics to employ but
rather to react given the situation?

But as you get up in rank you are there to make the

decisions.

And within your section you said that you had a sergeant?

No. A lance corporal and 7 or 8 privates.

How long would a corporal have been in the infantry on average?

That can vary, when I first went in the length of time was anything up to 6 years, when I got out national
servicemen were being corporals within their

national service time. So depending on circumstances. I was about 3.5 years when I got my corporal.

What sort of methods or techniques would be used to - in terms of your training if you are out
doing route marches to what’s the word I am looking for, to

mock coming under fire?

They would probably have one of the instructors that go ahead and get in the scrub somewhere and
either fire blanks or you might get another section or platoon act as enemy, and they would also be
doing their training and you would be doing your training but you have a clash and it’s from there that
you work out what each other is doing.

What were the corps drills

that you needed to learn, there was the front on assault?
Contact fronts.
How would you respond to that?

Return fire if they weren’t already, they would go to ground and return fire your gun group would go to
the right if there was no high ground, if there was high ground to the left they would go to the left. And
everyone would know this because they could see the ground. So you knew where the gun had gone,
and the rifle group would close up waiting for the section commander to assess. Once the

gun has gone to the right and is returning fire, the scout - the rifle group has moved up and the scout
group down on the ground, the section commander talks to the scout group, “What’s going on what
have we got, can we handle it?” and then he says, “Righto rifle group we’ll do this or do that”. That’s
where the drill stops and then he stops.

What does closing up mean, does that mean to be in line with the scouts?

You are in line, and once the gun group has gone has gone to the right or to the left there’s a gap

and the rifle group closes up. Behind the section commander ready to do whatever is required to do.
So when walking as a section, you would have the scouts at the front and then the gun group?
Scouts, section commander, then the gun group, rifle group. The second 2IC travels with the gun group.

So you would have contact from the front?
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Yes.

And did you say ambush from the left or the right?

Yeah if you get ambushed from the right or you get ambushed from the left if you are moving along and
you receive from the right or the left, or you can get, as it happened a couple of times you can get
contact rears. You have got to virtually know what to do in those situations. The drill, there’s an ambush
it’s fairly simple you have just got to go into the ambush.

Go into the ambush?

If you try and run through it you have got

more chance of being hit, you are better off going into the ambush and - anyone once fire is coming at
them, is not as cool calm and collected as when they are sending it out. So if you can take the initiative
off them who have initially got it through the ambush, if you can give it back to them and change their
mode of thinking, you have got a better chance of getting out if you go to ground or go through

the ambush.

Could you maybe walk us through that drill, if you have a contact on the right sorry if you
have an ambush from the right?

Those caught in the ambush go into the ambush, if it’s a good ambush you are not going to get out of it
anyway, to be honest. But if you go into the ambush you have got a better chance of getting out of it. If

you start putting fire back at them, they’re not as cool calm and collected as they are there just sending
it your way. Anyone that has got it whistling around

changes their train of thought.

There wasn’t a set way in which the section would split up and face the ambush because it
would depend on ...?

It was whoever was caught in the ambush.
And what would the others do on the other side?

They would go to ground or if the - wait, that was the drill. Once that happened those in the ambush
would - or those that’s were left the

drill finishes and it becomes a tactical situation. Where the platoon commander, section commander has
got to make decisions.

If you have contact from the rear?
You just reverse it. Those who are in the rear are the rifle group and then the gun group would go.
Go for the high ground?

Yeah, go left or right, always go to the right if there is no high ground, because everyone knows where
it’s gone. But it just reverses from the

moving forward. But you have got to have those drills otherwise it gets a bit of shemozzle [a mess].

They are defensive drills or defensive tactics, were there offensive tactics you trained in as
well?

Yeah but they are not a drill, they are a laid down pre planned, how you are going to do it, it’s not a drill
sort of thing. The defensive ones are action drills, whereas if you are in

an offensive situation it’s designated how you are going to do it, whether it be 2 up or 1 up, or how you
are going to do it, it’s done before, explained to you, not explained to you but you are told what’s going
to happen.

So that would obviously be a part of your training...?
Oh yeah you done that too yeah but it’s not a drill I am saying.

Yes, O.K. I know the distinction.

If it’s a platoon attack you might generally have 2 sections up and one section back.

Moving to Woodside and the raising of 4th RAR, can you describe Woodside for me I haven’t
heard what it is like?

It’s an old World War 11 camp and during the national

service period or the early national service period, the national servicemen of South Australia were
trained there. And we went there 